
 

Social Studies/Social Sciences Course Offerings 2017-2018 

 
Social Studies- Freshman Year: Global Studies 
Students are required to take Global Studies during the 9th grade year. 

 
 
Global Studies: 2-semester course (Grade 9), 1 credit 
Prerequisites: None 

Global Studies is a foundational, year-long social studies course required of all Freshmen. By the end of 
the course, students will have a firm understanding of several world cultures and be conversant in current 
world affairs. Using current events as a starting point, we will explore the social and political impact of 
human geography and the rise of world religions. Students will be exposed to the development of 
international systems of government and the resulting challenges implicit in globalization. Through an 
emphasis on primary source analysis and expository writing, students will develop the skills necessary to 
be successful in upper level humanities courses.  
 

See Social Studies Electives below for descriptions of these additional opportunities 
for Freshmen taken in addition to the required Global Studies course: 

● Model United Nations: 1-semester course, Fall and Spring, 0.5 credit  
● Media and Identity: Race, Class, Gender: 1-semester course, Spring, 0.5 Credit  
● History, Literature and Culture of North Carolina, 1-semester course, Fall, 

0.5 Credit 
 
 

---------- 

 

Social Studies- Sophomore Year: World History 
All sophomore students are required to take the one-semester class, The Modern 
World:1492-Present, and one world history semester course (see below). or, 
Sophomores who meet the course prerequisites may choose to take the two-semester 
AP European History class. 

 

The Modern World: 1492-Present: 1-semester course, (Grade 10) Fall, Spring, 0.5 credit  
Prerequisites: 



 

1. Global Studies 

This course focuses on the emergence of the modern world, from both a Western and Non-Western 
perspective.  We will begin with the European Age of Exploration and will move through the global 
experience of Industrialization, Imperialism, and the World Wars.  By the end of the course, students will 
have broad knowledge of the major world events that caused world civilizations to transition into 
modernity, and they will have a deeper understanding of what it means to be a global citizen of the 
modern world.  

 
AP European History: 2-semester course (Grade 10, 11, 12), 1 credit 
Prerequisites: 

1. minimum average 90 in previous history course  
 

AND 
 

1. PSAT 8/9, PSAT, or SAT Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score of 540 or higher 
            ACT, ACT-PLAN, or PreACT English or Reading score of 21 

           AND 

2. high level of interest in the study of history 
This writing and reading intensive course is designed to challenge students as an entry-level college 
history course.   Our studies begin in the late medieval period and conclude with the formation of the 
European Union. During this course, students develop their ability to think analytically and improve their 
reading and writing skills, while growing as independent learners. Students will become proficient in 
reading and analyzing primary sources, while learning the proper techniques to complete 
document-based questions. 

 

World History Semester Courses  
All Sophomores taking the semester course The Modern World: 1492-Present are 
also required to enroll in one of the semester courses below.  These courses are 
available first for sophomores and then for students in grades 11 and 12, space 
permitting.  

 

East Asia: Continuity and Change: 1-semester course, Spring, 0.5 credit 
Prerequisites: 

1. Global Studies 

This course is a survey of the history, culture, art, and religion of East Asia, from the ancient origins of 
China in 5,000 BCE up to 1500 CE.  Focusing on China, Japan, Mongolia and Tibet, students will 
combine anthropological and historical approaches to explore the multifaceted East Asian world. 



 

Students will come away with a deeper understanding of East Asian cultures, their roots, and their 
important roles in the history of the world. 

 
Modern Africa: 1-semester course, (EOY- even years, beginning fall 2018) 0.5 credit 
Prerequisites: 

1. Global Studies 

This survey-style course on the makings of modern African picks up where the colonists left off: with the 
revolutionary wars of independence fought throughout the middle to latter half of the 20th century. Students 
will be asked to stay abreast of current events in Africa, as we examine the internal and external forces that 
have shaped a continent over the last 200 years. Using geography as our starting point, we will analyze 
social, political, economic, and military drivers at the local, national, regional, and international level. The 
class will be discussion-based and will focus heavily on student generated topics of interest. 

 
Comparative World Mythology: The Dreams of Humanity: 1-semester course, Fall, 0.5 
credit  
Prerequisites:  

1. Global Studies  

This course is a comparative survey of Global Mythology and Symbolism.  Taking an approach guided by 
the work of Carl Jung and Joseph Campbell, we will examine the mythology and art of numerous world 
cultures, from small bands of people to large-scale civilizations.  Over the course of a semester, students 
will not only learn to compare and analyze the many ways that humankind has come to express meaning 
throughout the ages, but they will also explore the collected dreams of humankind to discover the meanings 
and symbols that personally resonate with them. 

 
Ancient Rome: 1-semester course, Spring, 0.5 credit 
Prerequisites: 

1. Global Studies 

In this course, students will examine the cultural and political evolution of ancient Rome from the 
beginning of the Republic through the reign of the Emperor Constantine.  Through the use of primary and 
secondary sources, students will focus on the myths and stories that describe the Roman people, the 
consequences of Roman expansion and military conquest, the development of civic and provincial 
administration, and the rise and fall of the emperors.  
 
 
Model United Nations: 1-semester course, Fall and Spring, 0.5 credit 
Prerequisites:  

1. willingness and ability to travel to a conference during the semester 

Since its founding at the close of the 2nd world war, the United Nations has played a large role in the 
increasingly complicated realm of international relations. Today, the greatest threats the world faces, from 
preventable disease to water shortage, are addressed nowhere as comprehensively as they are in the 



 

United Nations. This course is designed to simulate the various organs of that body. Students will begin 
the semester studying the history and structure of the United Nations. As we draw closer to conference 
time, students will draft resolutions and position papers reflecting the views of their assigned nations. As a 
capstone experience, students will compete at one Model United Nations conference, where they will 
represent CDS as part of a delegation from one nation. Students are evaluated on the coherence of their 
preparation, the application of procedural knowledge, and the depth of their research.  *Sophomores - 
This course may be taken as a World History Semester Course or as an elective. 

 

See Social Studies Electives below for descriptions of these additional opportunities 
for Sophomores (taken in addition to the required 10th grade course/courses): 

● Model United Nations: 1-semester course, Fall and Spring, 0.5 credit  
● Media and Identity: Race, Class, Gender: 1-semester course, Spring, 0.5 

Credit  
● History, Literature and Culture of North Carolina, 1-semester course, Fall, 

0.5 Credit 
 
 

See Advanced Courses for information on the following course which can be taken as 
a Sophomore elective in addition to the above required 10th grade course/courses:  

● AP US Government and Politics: 2-semester course (Grades 10,11,12), 1 
credit  (see course description and prerequisites) 

--------- 

 

Social Studies- Junior Year: U.S. History 
All juniors, and seniors who have not had this course before, take a two-semester 
course in U.S. History. 

 

U.S. History: 2-semester course (Grade 11, 12), 1 credit  
(graduation requirement for all students, unless taking AP U.S. History)  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of The Modern World/World History elective 

           OR  

2. AP European History  

In this course, students will examine the political decisions, social norms, military conflicts, and economic 
factors that have influenced and formed our nation as it is today. Students will develop analytical skills by 



 

examining primary sources and by completing document-based questions. Students will also be 
encouraged to form balanced opinions of historical events, from the pre-Columbian period to the close of 
the 20th century, by exploring them from multiple perspectives. 

 

AP U.S. History: 2-semester course (Grade 11, 12), 1 credit 
Prerequisites: 

1. minimum average 90 in previous history course  
 

AND 
 

2. PSAT 8/9, PSAT, or SAT Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score of 540 or higher 
            ACT, ACT-PLAN, or PreACT English or Reading score of 21 

AND 
 

3. commitment to rigorous coursework that includes a substantial time requirement in 
extensive reading and writing assignments, both in class and as homework  

Advanced Placement US History is a survey course designed to provide students with factual knowledge 
and the analytical skills necessary to critically examine the history of the United States. The course begins 
with Pre-Columbian societies and their interactions with European explorers and continues up through the 
post-Cold War world. Using active learning strategies as well as teacher led discussion, this 
content-heavy course uses both a traditional text and primary source materials to practice critical reading, 
writing, and thinking.  

 

Social Studies Electives  

Model United Nations: 1-semester course, Fall and Spring (Grade 9, 10, 11, 12), 0.5 
credit 
Prerequisites:  
willingness and ability to travel to a conference during the semester 

Since its founding at the close of the 2nd world war, the United Nations has played a large role in the 
increasingly complicated realm of international relations. Today, the greatest threats the world faces, from 
preventable disease to water shortage, are addressed nowhere as comprehensively as they are in the 
United Nations. This course is designed to simulate the various organs of that body. Students will begin 
the semester studying the history and structure of the United Nations. As we draw closer to conference 
time, students will draft resolutions and position papers reflecting the views of their assigned nations. As a 
capstone experience, students will compete at one Model United Nations conference, where they will 
represent CDS as part of a delegation from one nation. Students are evaluated on the coherence of their 
preparation, the application of procedural knowledge, and the depth of their research. 

 



 

 
History, Literature and Culture of North Carolina, 1-semester course, Fall, 0.5 
Elective Credit for Social Studies and English 
Prerequisites: None  
In this course, students will have the opportunity to thoroughly explore the unique state of North Carolina. 
We’ll dive into literature from Tar Heel writers such as Thomas Wolfe and Charles Frazier as we examine 
the complex history of a state often caught in between, both geographically and socially.  From its 
ratification into the Union to present day, North Carolina is always at the forefront of complex issues and 
controversy.  Students will be challenged to tackle slavery, HB2, tobacco, food, sports, the mountains, 
and the sea (and everything in between) in an effort to gain understanding and appreciation for the place 
we call home. 

 
 
Media and Identity: Race, Class, Gender: 1-semester course, Spring (Grades 9, 10, 
11,12), 0.5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
This course is a relevant, engaging, and challenging exploration of personal identity and diverse 
perspectives. By looking at race, class, and gender through the media lenses of comedy, documentary, 
and drama, students make connections between their own life experiences and embedded social 
structures of power and privilege. In addition to interpersonal learning activities and academic inquiries, 
students will conceive, plan, and enact at least one community-based service project as part of their work 
in this class. 

 
 
 

Social Studies/Social Sciences: Advanced Courses  
Advanced Course Open to 10th Grade - AP US Government and Politics (taken in 
addition to the required 10th grade course/courses  - for elective credit.) 

Advanced Courses are open to 11th and 12th grade students for Social Studies and/or 
elective credit. 

 
 
AP US Government and Politics: 2-semester course (Grade 10,11,12), 1 credit 
Prerequisites: 

1. minimum average 90 in previous history course  
 
AND  

 
2. PSAT 8/9, PSAT, or SAT Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score of 590 or higher 



 

            ACT, ACT-PLAN, or PreACT English or Reading score of 24  

AND  

3. for 10th grade students - approval of Department Chair and US Principal (student needs 
to complete a petition form to request permission to take this course) 

 
Students in the Advanced Placement US Government and Politics course examine the foundations, 
processes, and institutions of our American political system. In the process, they are challenged to 
improve their analytical abilities and are encouraged to become discriminating consumers of media 
messages.  

 
AP Art History: 2-semester course (Grade 11, 12), 1 credit social studies or art 
Prerequisites: 

1. minimum average of 87 in previous history course  
 

AND  
 

2. PSAT 8/9, PSAT, or SAT Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score of 540 or higher 
            ACT, ACT-PLAN, or PreACT English or Reading score of 21  

AND 
 

3. high level of interest in the study of history 

In this course, students will develop an understanding of major forms of artistic expression from the past 
and the present, including architecture, sculpture, painting, and other media. They will examine works 
from both historical and cultural perspectives and acquire the ability to objectively and critically analyze 
artworks, in order to understand the time and place in which they were created. Through their studies, 
students will learn to appreciate works of art from other cultures and understand the ways that art history, 
a discipline emphasizing social context, is a field that makes connections between many other disciplines. 

 
AP Psychology: 2-semester course (Grade 11, 12), 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. minimum average of 90 in previous history course  
 

AND 
 

2. commitment to academic work equivalent to a college-level Introduction to Psychology course that 
includes extensive reading  

In this college-level Introduction to Psychology class, students are introduced to the systematic and scientific 
study of human behavior and mental processes. They are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and 
phenomena associated with each of the major subfields in psychology, while also learning about the ethics and 
methods psychologists use in their science and practice. Students will develop their critical thinking abilities, 



 

oral and written communication skills, and their research methods and critical evaluation skills. 

 
Honors Ancient Western Philosophy: L, W, 1-semester course, (Grade 11, 12), 
(EOY- odd years beginning fall 2017-18) Fall, 0.5 credit English or social studies  
Prerequisites:  

1. Global Studies 

AND  

2. Rhetoric and Composition 2  

AND  

      3.   recommendation of current Social Studies teacher 

At its heart, the practice of philosophy is deeply concerned with the question of identity and being, either 
at an individual, collective, or national level. In their pursuit of answers to this question, the Ancient 
Greeks created the conceptual underpinnings of not only their own society but also the entire western 
world. In an effort to understand the relevance of this fact in modern society, this course will explore the 
major works and history of western philosophy, beginning with the pre-Socratic Greeks and continuing 
through the fall of the Roman Empire. Students will analyze important primary texts of the Ancient world, 
considering them in terms of both their own context and in relation to the contemporary world. This class 
will encourage the development of critical reading and writing skills through the use of class discussions, 
historical research, and analytical writing. 

 
Honors Modern Western Philosophy: L, W, 1-semester course, (Grade 11, 12), 
(EOY- even years, beginning 2018-19) Fall, 0.5 credit English or social studies 
Prerequisites:  

1. Global Studies 

AND 

2. Rhetoric and Composition 2 

AND 

3. recommendation of current Social Studies teacher 

At its heart, the practice of philosophy is deeply concerned with the question of individual identity and 
community belonging, at the individual, collective, and national levels. In the development of the modern 
worldview, Enlightenment philosophers reconceptualized reason, progress, and individualism as a means 
to come to terms with a Europe that seemed unceasingly in flux. This course will focus on the 
development of the modern tradition in philosophy, specifically in the thought of Hobbes, Locke, 
Rousseau, Mill, Wollstonecraft, Marx, and Arendt while developing critical reading and writing skills 
through the use of class discussions, historical research, and analytical writing. 



 

 
 
Honors History of Terrorism: 1-semester course, Fall (Grade 11, 12), 0.5 credit 
Prerequisites: 

1. minimum average of 90 in previous history course  
 

AND 
 

2. commitment to rigorous coursework that includes extensive reading and writing 
assignments 

To provide students with a deeper understanding of the current US national security landscape, this 
course will explore the sources of contemporary terrorism, its ideological underpinnings, selected terrorist 
groups, and government countermeasures intended to thwart the terrorist challenge to US interests. In 
addition to terrorism, the course will examine the role of non-state actors in unconventional warfare, from 
the time of Alexander the Great to such modern day conflicts as the war against ISIS in Syria and Iraq. 
Students will leave this course with a firm understanding of the basic pillars of terrorism and insurgency, 
the historic difficulties inherent in counterinsurgency attempts, and the diplomatic/economic/military 
challenges that the US is currently facing in the Middle East and North Africa.  

 
 


