
World Language Course Offerings 2017-2018 
 

Linguistics: 2-semester course (Grade 9), 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. open only to students with a documented language-based learning difference; the 
course fulfills one World Language credit for qualifying students  

AND 

2. requires a separate contract with an additional fee 

The purpose of this year-long course is two fold:  
● to extend the Orton-Gillingham study of language at the advanced level with an emphasis on 

developing and improving writing skills  
● to use the Orton-Gillingham multisensory model as a means of introducing Spanish in preparation 

for future study in the language 

 

Spanish 1: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Students practice and develop their ability to understand spoken Spanish—to converse, to read, to give 
oral presentations, and to write.   As students at this novice level learn to describe people, families, 
houses, chores, leisure time, shopping, clothing and food, they also explore relevant cultural practices 
and perspectives with special emphasis on the cultures of Mexico, Puerto Rico, Guatemala and Peru. 
This class does not assume any background in Spanish; however, it should be noted that many of the 
students in Spanish 1 have had some prior exposure to the language.  

 

Spanish 2: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Level 1 

AND 

2. approval of CDS Spanish 1 teacher 

AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

In Spanish 2, students further develop their skills through a communicative program that emphasizes the 
ability to use the language for authentic purposes.  The course takes a theme-based approach in which 
grammatical concepts are naturally integrated with language functions and communicative contexts.  As 



language structures are presented and reviewed, students build skills and improve their level of accuracy. 
In addition, students deepen their understanding of the Spanish-speaking world (especially Central 
America, the Andean Mountain region, and the Caribbean) through culturally rich, authentic materials. 
Units include, but are not limited to: school and personal life, house and neighborhood, clothing, and trips 
and excursions.  
 
 
Spanish 3: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Level 2 

AND 

2. approval of CDS Spanish 2 teacher 

AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

In Spanish 3 students are transitioning to intermediate levels of proficiency.  This class affords students a 
variety of opportunities to be creative with the Spanish language as they develop their interpersonal, 
presentational and interpretive skills.  A thematic framework allows students to express more complex 
ideas with greater accuracy, incorporating more advanced language functions, vocabulary and grammar. 
Sample units include Self and Family, Relationships, Crime, and Healthy Living.  The richness of hispanic 
cultures is highlighted as students explore some of the cultural products, practices and perspectives of 
the Spanish speaking world. 

 

Honors Spanish 4: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Level 3 

AND 

2. approval of CDS Spanish 3 teacher 

AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

 
Spanish 4 is an advanced course that aims to develop and improve oral and written communication 
through the careful study of the language, literature, and cultures of Spain, Latin America, and Hispanic 
communities in the United States in a near total immersion setting. The course seeks to foster and 
deepen an awareness and understanding of the diversity of the Spanish-speaking world. The course is 



organized by themes based on contemporary social and cultural issues relevant to students’ lives. The 
themes serve as a framework for integrating advanced grammatical structures while continuing to expand 
vocabulary knowledge and usage. Instruction utilizes film, music, short stories, and excerpts from novels. 
Daily activities require strong critical thinking skills as students engage in discussion, debate, and literary 
analysis.  

 
Spanish Culture and Conversation: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Level 3 

AND 

2. approval of CDS Spanish 3 teacher 

AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

This is a highly interactive course that emphasizes the development of students’ expressive language 
skills through daily conversations about the rich and varied cultures of the Spanish speaking world in an 
immersion setting.  Students explore various regions of Mexico, Central and South America, and Spain 
through authentic and relevant material such as podcasts, web-based content, art, popular culture and 
Spanish language films.  Class discussions, themes, and cultural explorations form part of a greater 
communicative function that allows students to develop their language skills and cultural competence for 
use in authentic situations. Students are expected to take an active daily role by participating in group 
work, projects, skits, presentations, discussions, and debates. 
 
 
 
AP Spanish Language / Honors Spanish 5: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Honors Level 4 

AND 

2. approval of CDS Honors Spanish 4 teacher 

AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

The skills and knowledge acquired in the Spanish 5/AP classroom prepare students for a communicative 
and culturally competent experience in the outside world. This is the capstone course for Spanish 
language learners at CDS.  Utilizing ACTFL standards, instruction and practices assist students in moving 
to a pre-advanced level of proficiency in the three skills areas—Interpretive, Interpersonal, and 



Presentational.  There is continued emphasis on listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing, 
integrated with authentic use of the language in both formal and informal settings. While developing their 
language skills, students explore modern life through a variety of themes affecting both the individual and 
the greater society:  Public and personal identities, global challenges, art and esthetics, science and 
technology, families and communities, and modern life are some of the major topics of this course, and 
students develop an awareness of current topics affecting the Spanish-speaking world through the use of 
authentic resources.   Note: Spanish 5 is not offered every year. When offered, it includes study of the 
same themes as AP Spanish Language, but does not include specific practice for the AP exam. 

 

French 1: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: None   

Students practice and develop their ability to understand spoken French—to converse, to read, to give 
oral presentations, and to write at a novice level.  They explore and participate in units of study, which 
include vocabulary related to individual description, family, school, and sports, and more.  These lessons 
allow students to go beyond the surface of what they hear, read, and see to examine and comprehend 
French cultural perspectives.  

 
French 2: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Level 1 

AND 

2. approval of CDS French 1 teacher 

AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

French 2 students continue strengthening their novice-level skills to a beginning/middle-intermediate 
level. Communication is the goal, as students listen to French speakers, and read, converse, write, and 
make presentations in the language.  Thematic units of study include, but are not limited to: cuisine, 
households, and health.  Students deepen their understanding of the French-speaking world through 
culturally rich, authentic materials. 

 

French 3: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Level 2 

 



AND 

2. approval of CDS French 2 teacher 

AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

In French 3, students typically continue to develop their intermediate language skills within a theme-based 
approach, while incorporating higher and more complex grammatical structures.  Sample units include 
crime,technology, driving, and places/locations.   Francophone culture is highlighted in each theme, as 
students explore in depth the cultural products, practices, and perspectives of the French speaking world. 
Students complete their French 3 year reading, discussing, and writing about Le Petit Prince by Antoine 
St-Exupery.  

 
Honors French 4: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Level 3 

AND 

2. approval of CDS French 3 teacher 

AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

French 4 is an advanced course that aims to develop and improve oral and written communication 
through the careful study of the language, literature, and cultures of  the Francophone World. The course 
seeks to foster and deepen an awareness and understanding of the diversity of the French-speaking 
world. French 4 is organized by themes based on contemporary social and cultural issues relevant to 
students’ lives. The themes serve as a framework by which the class integrates advanced grammar and 
continues to expand vocabulary knowledge and usage. This class provides a wide variety of samplings of 
the language that may include films, music, novel excerpts, and short stories. Students participate daily in 
activities requiring strong critical thinking skills, such as discussion, debate, and literary analysis.  

 
AP French Language / Honors French 5: 2-semester course, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: 

1. successful completion of Honors Level 4 

AND 

2. approval of CDS French 4 teacher 



AND 

3. for students new to CDS, a satisfactory performance on the school’s placement 
assessment 

AP French language is the capstone course for French language learners at CDS. Utilizing ACTFL 
standards, instruction and practices assist students in moving to a pre-advanced level of proficiency in the 
three skills areas—Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational.  There is continued emphasis on 
listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing, integrated with authentic use of the language in 
both formal and informal settings. This course also explores modern Francophone life through a variety of 
themes including: identity, immigration, education, and Francophone heritage and current events, which 
affect both the individual and the greater society. With this in mind, students will be able to turn the skills 
and knowledge acquired in the classroom into a communicative and culturally competent experience in 
the outside world.   Note: French 5 is not offered every year. When offered, it includes study of the same 
themes as AP French Language, but does not include specific practice for the AP exam. 
 
 
 


